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daughter, Marda and a son, Norik. Gevork is
thankful that after all that happened to the Ar-
menians at the turn of the 20th century, Arme-
nia is now an independent country.

| am proud to honor Gevork Arzoumanian of
California’s 29th Congressional District and |
ask all Members of Congress to join me in
paying tribute to this inspiring individual and
honor all victims of the Armenian Genocide.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of one of our notable activists and
a conscience for social justice, the artist Pepe
deLappe. Pepe died of a stroke last month, at
the age of 91, leaving an enduring legacy to
the people of the San Francisco Bay Area,
across North America, and throughout the
world.

Admired by artists, art students, collectors
and museums; loved by her family and col-
leagues; and appreciated by the
disenfranchised, the underdog, and political
progressives, Pepe devoted her life to social
justice. She used her considerable talents to
champion the causes of the working class and
the needs of society’s cast-offs.

“She was always on the side of the down-
trodden,” said her daughter, Nina Sheldon.
“She spent her whole life dedicated to civil
rights and to social movements.”

That her social activism melded with her ar-
tistic conscience into an exotic bohemian life
had its genesis around 1931, when she was
14. She became friends with the artist Frida
Kahlo and her husband, Diego Rivera, when
he was commissioned to paint murals in San
Francisco. Pepe became part of Kahlo’s draw-
ing circle, where, she once said, she was
treated as a total equal, despite her young
age.

This experience, along with her father’s per-
mission to discontinue regular school, encour-
aged Pepe to travel to New York a year or so
later to attend art school. She returned to San
Francisco at age 18, a legal adult, and joined
in the city’s maritime strike, an event which
had life-changing consequences to her, as
well as to those involved.

If the history of a war is written by the victor,
then the history of a people is written—and
portrayed—Dby its artists. Pepe did a series of
paintings of the longshoremen who partici-
pated in the strike—paintings which still hang
in the San Francisco headquarters of the
International Longshore and Warehouse
Union. From that time until only weeks before
her death, she captured poignant, comic and
disparate emotions and the conditions that
gave rise to them. Depicting the lives of the
ordinary and extraordinary people of the work-
ing class or on the fringes of society, Pepe ex-
pressed not only the history of the time, but
the social mores of a culture.

But paintings, cartoons and lithographs were
not Pepe’s only media of expression. She also
worked with words and spent many years of
her life as an editor and writer for local “alter-
native” newspapers, including People’s World,
published by the Communist party.
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Although she eventually parted ways with
that dogmatic organization—by mutual agree-
ment, she once quipped—she never lost inter-
est in current affairs and politics, mostly re-
cently holding up a sign as she sat in a wheel-
chair at a rally to protest the U.S. occupation
of Iraq.

At age 74, Pepe fell in love with long-time
friend and fellow painter Byron Randall. The
two spent the rest of their lives in Petaluma,
where Pepe remained involved in politics and
the artistic life. In fact, when she died last
month, some of Pepe’s works—many of which
are owned by major museums and institutions,
including the Library of Congress and San
Francisco’s Palace of the Legion of Honor—
were being showcased in an exhibition at the
Huntington Museum in San Marino. Titled
Pressed in Time, the exhibit features a taped
interview with Pepe.

Madam Speaker, it is impossible to contain
the life of such a woman in two short pages.

But for those of us who knew Pepe
delLappe, these words are only shorthand to
the memories of her long, successful and in-
fluential life as an artist, activist, and idealist
who, in her own words, “refused to take life
lying down.” The world needs more people

like Pepe delLappe. She will be greatly
missed.

——
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Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and congratulate George
Washington High School in the city of Phila-
delphia, PA, on their outstanding participation
in the Veterans History Project of the Library
of Congress. Students and teachers have con-
tributed their time and skills to preserving the
remarkable experiences of our war veterans
from all service branches, from World War | to
the present day Irag War, as well as the civil-
ians who supported them. | am privileged to
represent these students and teachers in Con-
gress.

The Veterans History Project preserves the
legacy of those who have served through the
establishment of a permanent national collec-
tion, housed in the Library of Congress, of
videotaped and recorded interviews, written
memoirs, and wartime letters, diaries, and
photographs. Stories and materials are avail-
able to anyone visiting the library. In addition,
a web page is created for each veteran who
contributes an interview.

As our Nation’s World War 1l and Korean
veterans grow older, it is critical that we record
their stories. Their experiences offer a price-
less window into their dedication and love of
country. As the daughter of a Korean War vet-
eran, this effort has special personal meaning
for me. We have much to learn from those
who have served our Nation, and | whole-
heartedly support this important project.

On this Veterans Day, November 12, 2007,
| am proud to recognize George Washington
High School’s Veterans History Project partici-
pation at a special event, Preserving Their
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Stories: A Salute to Veterans History Project
Volunteers, at the Hiway Theatre in
Jenkintown. This special celebration will bring
together Americans, both young and older,
with veterans of all ages, to honor their com-
mon service to their fellow citizens and coun-
try.

Madam Speaker, once again | congratulate
all of the Veterans History Project participants
for their contributions to capturing the experi-
ences of war veterans, thus honoring the lives
and contributions of these extraordinary Amer-
icans.

———
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3043,
DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong support of the FY 2008 Labor-HHS
Conference Report which—together with this
year's Military Construction-Veterans Affairs
spending bill—announces an important new
direction regarding the Nation’s priorities.

We start with our most basic investment:
education. Today’s conference report in-
creases education funding by $4.5 billion over
the President’'s request—including an addi-
tional $254 million for Head Start so more chil-
dren can access a high quality early childhood
education; $600 million more for No Child Left
Behind to improve teacher quality, enhance
after school programming and deploy 21st
century classroom technology; an $800 million
boost for special education; and a new $2 bil-
lion investment for higher education which will
enable us to significantly increase the current
value of the maximum Pell Grant from $4,310
to $4,925. Additionally, | am very pleased that
the final conference report contains $12 million
for Teach for America, one of our Nation’s
premiere teacher training programs.

Because we are competing in a rapidly
changing global economy, and because edu-
cation is in truth a lifelong process, this con-
ference report also makes responsible invest-
ments in job training and vocational edu-
cation—$609 million over the President’s re-
quest for workforce development; another
$606 million for vocational education; and $98
million on top of the President’s request for
Job Corps and the vital training, placement
and support services it provides.

On health, today’s legislation wisely rejects
the President’'s proposed $480 million cut at
the National Institutes of Health, NIH, in favor
of a $1.4 billion increase over the President’s
budget so that the NIH can continue its cutting
edge research into deadly scourges like can-
cer, Alzheimer's and heart disease. This addi-
tional funding—representing the cost of just 3
days in Irag—will fund over 1,400 more re-
search grants into these and other life-threat-
ening illnesses. Furthermore, in an effort to
address the plight of the Nation’s 47 million
uninsured, this legislation enhances health
care access by investing $1.5 billion into com-
munity health centers, state health care ac-
cess initiatives and high risk insurance pools.
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